
MINUTES: SPLD Test Evaluation Committee (STEC)    
 
Date and time  Wednesday 15th October 2008: 2p.m. – 3.30p.m. 
 
Place    7 Woburn Walk, London WC1H OJJ 
 
Present Sandra Hargreaves, David McLoughlin (DM) (Chair), Julia Kender 
(JKE) Janet Kruger (JK), Geraldine Price (GAP), Janet Skinner (JS) with Lynn 
Greenwold (LG)  

 
Apologies   Chris Singleton (CS) 
    John Rack (JR) 
 

1.  Minutes of previous meeting  
The minutes were agreed as a true record of the previous meeting. 
 
2.  Matters arising 
DM confirmed that John Rack had agreed to join the committee but was not 
able to make this meeting.  There was a discussion about increasing 
membership of the group and LG pointed to a mis-understanding about a 
representative from the British Psychological Society (BPS). There was a 
discussion about the criteria for membership of the group and whether this 
was restricted to assessors working in the HE sector. There was further 
discussion about the purpose of the committee as well as the structure and 
it was agreed that clarification was needed. 
 
DM was thanked for his generosity in hosting the committee so far but it was 
acknowledged that if the group membership were to expand then it would 
not be possible to meet in DM’s premises.  It would therefore be necessary 
to look for an alternative venue. 
 
Action 1: DM to check that John Rack will be joining STEC as a representative 
of Dyslexia Action and that he would therefore be able to nominate a 
substitute in the event of his being unable to attend. 
Action 2:  DM to email Jacqui Doll of the BPS to ask for an appropriate 
representative to join the committee.  He will refer to the terms of reference 
of the group. 
Action 3: DM to enquire about booking a room in the BPS offices. 
 
3.  Update from SASC (LG) 
LG confirmed that SASC has been incorporated since the spring with STEC as 
a sub-committee. There had been recent discussions with the board of 
directors as to how to define the membership. 
 
LG had been in correspondence with Charles Ward, general secretary of the 
Association of Educational Psychologists (AEG), to discuss the issue of Local 
Authorities not accepting reports from AEG psychologists who do not have a 
practising certificate.  Discussion had taken place about AEG offering 
practising certificates which could be approved by SASC.  The Health 
Professions Council agreed that full members of AEG would be viewed in the 
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same way as chartered psychologists.  LG stated that if this was the case a 
form of wording could be devised as guidance to the Department for 
Innovation, Universities and Skills  (DIUS) and Local Authority officers as well 
as disability officers to inform them that AEP psychologists were 
appropriately qualified and able to carry out DSA assessments.  However, the 
talks about this issue have stalled and LG has not heard anything since July. 
LG will be contacting the AEP again. 
 
LG met with Elaine Urquhart from the Student Loan Company (SLC) and feels 
that as soon as the SLC take over the running of the DSA, no reports will be 
accepted without practising certificates.  LG is confident that the SLC will 
want to work closely with PATOSS and other organisations responsible for 
issuing practising certificates. LG had also met with Karen Docherty who is 
part of the DSA Quality Assurance Group. She reported that these talks were 
very positive. 
 
Action 4: LG to send a copy of the memo and articles registered with 
Companies House to STEC. 
 
3.  Standardised long-term memory assessment tools 
GAP asked the committee if they felt that there were any memory tests which 
could be useful when considering dyscalculia and dyspraxia.  She felt that it 
was important to have long-term memory assessment tests included in the 
approved list of tests. She had identified: California Verbal Learning Test 
Second Edition – Pearson Assessment; Hopkins Verbal Learning Test.  No 
committee member was familiar with either test. 
 
Action 5: DM to contact Pearson Assessment as chair of the committee to 
ask for a sample copy of these tests. 
 
Action 6: DM and all members to research into semantic memory tests and 
writing speed. 
 

4. Dyspraxia assessment 
There was a discussion about suitable tests which would provide information 
about dyspraxia and whether specialist teachers were qualified to diagnose 
dyspraxia.  It was agreed that the guidelines were unclear and it would be 
useful for SpLD tutors to be provided with more guidance. 
 
Action 7: All members to contribute to email discussion about dyspraxia 
assessment with a view to producing guidelines for specialist tutors to be 
posted on the Patoss website.   

 

5.  New tests to be added to approved list 
There had been no new tests for evaluation but it was agreed that the 
committee should look at the Kaufman Adolescent and Adult Intelligence 
Test (KAIT) and the Kaufmann Brief Intelligence Test-2nd Edition (KBIT-2) test 
as DM had received several enquiries about the suitability of these tests for 
use with adults.   
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Action 8: JKE and JS to evaluate the KBIT-2 to evaluate the  (KAIT) 
 
Action 9:  DM to evaluate the RIAS  
 
6 Any other business 
DM had received enquiries about whether assessment reports compiled 
before the practising certificate were acceptable.  LG confirmed that authors 
of reports written after September 2008 should have practising certificates.  
Before that a practising certificate is not necessary and judgement would be 
needed as to whether the report was acceptable or not.   

 
GAP suggested that it would be useful to compile a list of frequently asked 
questions (FAQs) which could be put on the Patoss website.   
 
Action 10: all members to compile a list of FAQs through email 
communication with the intention of organising this at the next meeting. 
 
GAP also suggested that it is unclear about when a full assessment should be 
carried out or when a top-up assessment would be sufficient.  It was agreed 
to discuss this further at the next meeting with the intention of providing 
guidance to specialist tutors, perhaps as part of the FAQs on the website. 
 
Date of next meeting: Thursday March 19th Venue and time tbc 
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